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Microchip Can Save Your Pet

By Sondra Brown
MY VIEW
http://www.tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article ?AID=/20070916/OPINION05/709160311/1006/OPINION

As practicing veterinarians in the Tallahassee area, we felt compelled to reply to the story ‘M icrochip Implants
Linked to Cancer,” published in the Democrat on Sept. 9.

Information came from an uncontrolled study on laboratory mice and rats, which were bred for cancer research and
have a genetic predisposition to developing tumors.

In addition, these rodents in the study had been used in drug trials; therefore, it is impossible to differentiate if the
tumor formation was related to the microchip or to previous injections of drugs administered to the animals.

Over the last 15 years, millions of dogs, cats, ferrets, birds, horses, etc., have been safely implanted with microchips,
with few reports of adverse reactions from this potentially life-saving product. Dan Knox, a veterinarian with AVID
microchip company, reports more than 15 million of their microchips have been implanted, with only 10
complications of unknown etiology reported as serious.

In the U.K., where more than half of all owned dogs have a microchip, the British Small Animal Veterinary
Association has established a formal system for the reporting of adverse events related to microchips. In 10 years,
only two tumors have been reported. As is the case in the lab animals, it is impossible to determine if the tumors were
due to microchip, vaccines, or other injections.

Clearly, a sensational article driven by people's fear of cancer catches the eye and creates a ‘buzz” in the community.

However, as a result of the story, we have had several clients call, wanting to have microchips removed from their
pets.

As a group, we have never seen any serious complications associated with microchip implantation. What we have seen
are many instances of implanted pets being safely reunited with their owners.

All stray animals that come into our clinics are scanned for a microchip. Some of these animals have been seriously
injured and are in dire need of emergency care. The identification provided by this small, benign implant allows us to
contact worried owners and advise them of their pet' sondition.

Animal shelters across the nation euthanize thousands of pets a year. Microchip implantation is an invaluable means
of permanently identifying a pet through a number pattern, unique to that pet, stored on the chip.

The pet is scanned with a hand-held scanner, and the number pattern is revealed. Each microchip company has a 24-
hour phone service. The number pattern is reported to them, and the company can then provide the name, address and
phone number of the owner of this pet. The pet and its owner can be reunited within minutes in some cases.

AVID microchip company reports an average of 1,000 lost pet identifications per day.
If you have any questions about microchipping your pets, please contact your veterinarian.

Any decisions clients make about the health and well being of their pets should be well-informed, based on scientific
facts and not sensational allegations.
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Dr. Sondra Brown is a veterinarian at Northwood Animal Hospital. This My View also is supported by the
Jollowing veterinarians:

Dr. Kevin Brumfield, Northwood Animal Hospital

Dr. Julie Moodoyan, Southwood Animal Hospital

Dr. Sherri Kasper, Northwood Animal Hospital

Dr. Alicia Smith, Northwood Animal Hospital

Dr. Kathleen Cavell, Northwood Animal Hospital

Dr. Melanie Donofro, Los Robles Animal Hospital
Dr. Mollie Fox, Los Robles Animal Hospital

Dr. Thomas Whitley, Appalachee Veterinary Clinic
Dr. David Woodham, Tallahassee Veterinary Hospital
Dr. Charles Quarterman, Animal Veterinary Services
Dr. Tim Mountain, Animal Medical Clinic

Dr. Cindy West, Animal Medical Clinic

Dr. David Hale, Cross Creek Animal Clinic

Dr. Frances Carter, Buck Lake Animal Hospital

Dr. Scott Richardson, Lakewood Animal Hospital

Dr. Michelle Richardson, Lakewood Animal Hospital
Dr. Faith Hughes, Wakulla Animal Hospital

Dr. Linda Chalker, Wakulla Animal Hospital

Dr. Gaea Mitchel, Timberlane Animal Hospital

Dr. Julia Stege, Timberlane Animal Hospital

Dr. Lacy Douglas, Timberlane Animal Hospital

Dr. Carl Pitts, Northeast Animal Hospital

Dr. Patricia Novey, Novey Animal Hospital

Dr. Coleman-Wiede, Novey Animal Hospital

Dr. Micheal Pridgeon, Westwood Animal Hospital
Dr. John Sanders, Westwood Animal Hospital

Dr. Patrick Hall, Westwood Animal Hospital

Dr. Sarah McMillian, South Monroe Animal Hospital
Dr. Chris Corrie, Oakwood Animal Hospital

Dr. Rachel Reeves, Animal Services Veterinarian, City of Tallahassee
Dr. George Simmons, North Florida Animal Hospital
Dr. Randy Fullerton, North Florida Animal Hospital
Dr. Scott Welch, North Florida Animal Hospital

Dr. Shane Burkhead, North Florida Animal Hospital
Dr. Lynn Hagood, North Florida Animal Hospital
Dr. Billy Richardson, North Florida Animal Hospital
Dr. Matt Paxton, North Florida Animal Hospital

Dr. Debbie Justice-Obley, North Florida Animal Hospital
Dr. Tom Bevis, Bevis Animal Hospital

Dr. Fred Steverson, Bradfordville Animal Hospital
Dr. Steve Steverson, Bradfordville Animal Hospital
Dr. Jay Summit, Bradfordville Animal Hospital

Dr. Tom Davis, Killearn Animal Hospital

Dr. Mark Hope, Oakwood Animal Hospital

Dr. Mike Rudegeair, Oakwood Animal Hospital Page 2



